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CONYERS HAILS PASSAGE OF INS REFORM BILL

Congressman John Conyers, Jr., Ranking Member of the House Judiciary Committee
issued the following statement regarding today’s passage of H.R. 3231, the “Barbara Jordan
Immigration Reform and Accountability Act of 2002."

“The bill we passed today will accomplish a goal we all share.   It will help turn the
woefully incompetent INS into an effective and efficient agency that enforces the law and
provides important services to those looking to visit, work, study or immigrate to the United
States.

I recognize that the Senate has certain proposals on how to improve this bill - namely the
provisions that weaken the authority of the Associate Attorney General as compared with the
current INS Commissioner position.  Some of their proposals I likely agree with and I look
forward to working with them as this bill moves its way through Congress.  

Today, however, we have taken a positive step forward in making our immigration system
work better.

In 1997, Barbara Jordan’s U.S. Commission on Immigration Reform found that the INS
suffered from “mission overload” because of the conflict between the INS’s missions of enforcing
our nation’s immigration laws and providing services to legal immigrants.

Our legislation builds on the Commission’s conclusions by abolishing the INS and creating
two separate bureaus in the Justice Department to handle the dual immigration functions of
enforcement and immigration services.  

Additionally, a new Associate Attorney General will supervise and resolve conflicts
between the two bureaus, thereby raising these issues to the level and attention that they deserve
within the Department of Justice.  In particular, the Associate Attorney General through his
General Counsel will be responsible for all legal matters affecting both bureaus.

The legislation also creates a new Office of Children’s Affairs to address the special needs
of unaccompanied children in the United States.  Furthermore, newly created positions will be
responsible for ensuring accountability and that the bureaus effectively accomplish their law
enforcement and benefits missions.

The Congress and the nation has lost confidence in the INS’s ability to enforce the laws
and deliver citizenship and immigration services.  To compensate for this lack of confidence, the
Congress has overreacted in the last 6 years and enacted overly harsh immigration laws. 

With passage of this bill and the Border Security and Visa Entry Reform Act, we will have
addressed the immigration systems’ systemic problems.  Congress must then turn to recalibrating
our immigration laws to restore basic notions of fairness and due process.”
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